The Other Side of the Opioid Debate: Treating Older Adults With Chronic Pain.
Prescriptions for opioids and opioid-related overdoses have been on the rise-and in the news-in the United States for more than a decade. New guidelines and legislation related to opioid prescribing provide clinical challenges for many pharmacists and prescribers, particularly in the treatment of older adults with chronic pain. Careful patient selection, along with proper opioid dosing and monitoring, enables the pharmacist and prescriber to continue to treat the older adult with pain effectively.